The geological sequence in the Afar region of Ethiopia includes more than a kilometer-thick, stratified, fossiliferous sediments sampling the last six million years of vertebrate evolutionary history and provides one of the most important windows into our evolutionary past. The continuous fossil-bearing sedimentary sequence in this region is unparalleled by any other place in the world and has been a research target for a number of paleontologists for the last five decades. Since the discovery of Hadar in the late 1960s by the French Geologist Maurice Taieb and the subsequent initiation of paleontological field research at the site by the International Afar Research Expedition (IARE), a number of other projects have followed suit to extensively explore the region. Currently, there are more than eight paleontological and archeological research projects working in the Afar region; combined, they have yielded an uninterrupted fossil record documenting the last six million years of human evolutionary history with more than 12 early hominin species recovered thus far, some of them found only in the Afar region of Ethiopia.
One of the most spectacular fossil discoveries from the Woranso-Mille study area is a partial skeleton of Au. afarensis (KSD-VP-1/1), the subject of this volume. The first element of the specimen was found in February 2005 and the rest of its elements were recovered from excavations conducted over 4 years following the initial discovery. Partial skeletons are extremely rare in the fossil record, with only four known from the entire Pliocene hominin fossil record. One of these partial skeletons, A.L. 288-1 (Lucy), was discovered at Hadar in 1974. This 3.2 Ma specimen assigned to the species Au. afarensis has been a subject of intense research and used as the major source of information to understanding the paleobiology of the species. However, it has also raised a number of debates particularly in relation to early hominin body size, shoulder girdle anatomy, thoracic shape, and locomotor adaptation of Au. afarensis.
KSD-VP-1/1, nicknamed Kadanuumuu, which means "big man" in the local Afar language, not only is a much larger individual but also has almost complete elements of the shoulder and pelvic girdles, along with ribs, cervical vertebrae, and elements of both the foreand hindlimb that, for the first time, shed light on the cervical anatomy of early hominins and allow for a deeper understanding of limb proportions and locomotion in Au. afarensis. A preliminary analysis of KSD-VP-1/1 was published in 2010 in the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences that highlighted the significance of the specimen for understanding the paleobiology of Au. afarensis. This volume, however, presents a detailed description and analyses of all of the elements recovered, with additional data derived from computed tomography (CT), along with a better understanding of its geological, taphonomical, and paleoenvironmental context. This volume will contribute greatly to our knowledge of the postcranial anatomy of Au. afarensis and towards a better understanding of its overall paleobiology.
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